Questions for Thank You For Smoking

1. Is it immoral to promote the case that smoking is not harmful to your health when there is a great deal of evidence that indicates that it is harmful to your health?

2. Is it immoral to promote the pleasures of smoking when there is a great deal of evidence that indicates that smoking is harmful to your health?

3. Is it morally justifiable to exaggerate the risks and twist the truth in order to protect people from doing something dangerous (e.g. to dissuade people from smoking or taking drugs)?

4. Is Nick right to tell children that they should “find out for themselves” about cigarettes?

5. Do corporations and industries need defending, like a man who has been arrested for a crime needs defending?

6. Is it a good thing or a bad thing for society to have people like Nick in it?

7. Should cigarette smoking be banned from public places?

8. Should the advertising of cigarettes be banned?

9. Should cigarette smoking be legal?

10. Should drinking alcohol be legal?

11. Should soft drugs (such as marijuana and ecstasy) be legal?

12. Should hard drugs (such as crack cocaine and heroin) be legal?

13. If you think that some potentially harmful recreational substances should be banned, but not others, where do you draw the line? What distinguishes the substances that should be legal from the ones that should be illegal?

14. Are promoters of cigarettes, alcohol and firearms on an equal moral status?

15. Does the government have the right/responsibility to protect people from themselves?

16. Do doctors have the responsibility to tell their patients not to smoke?

17. Should McDonald’s food come with a health warning (or be banned outright)?

18. Are the vigilantes that attack Nick morally justified in their actions?

19. Is Nick a moral man?

20. Is it normal and acceptable to engage in unethical business practices in order to pursue private moral goods, such as supporting your family?

21. Is Nick cynical or realistic?

22. Does Heather behave in an immoral/unethical way?

23. Is moral flexibility a good thing?

24. Can you think of other public issues where paternalistic concerns come into conflict with individual rights? What is your stance on this/these issues and why?

